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one sister sleeps on undisturbed, and is said not to hear the
cry. The other springs out of bed, and attends to the child,
because she being accustomed to attend on the child and
soothe it when crying, the primary sensation has excited
secondary sensations, thrills which lead to accustomed
actions. Could we look into the mind of the sleeping sister,
we should doubtless find that the sensation excited by the
child's cry had merged itself in the general stream, and
perhaps modified her dreams. Let her become a mother, or
take on the tender duties of a mother, and her vigilance will
equal that of her sister; because the cry will then excite a
definite reflex feeling, and a definite course of action. But
this very sister, who is -so sensitive to the cry of a child,
will be undisturbed by a much louder noise; a clog may
bark, or a heavy waggon thunder along the street, without
causing her to turn in bed.*
Although during sleep the nervous centres have by no
means their full activity, they are always capable of respond-
ing to a stimulus, and sensation will always be produced.
When the servant taps at your bedroom door in the morning,
you are said not to hear the tap> if asleep; you do not per-
ceive it; but the sound reaches and rouses you nevertheless,
since when the second tap comes, although no louder, you
distinctly recognise it. In etherised patients, sensation is
constantly observed returning before any consciousness of
what is going on returns. " I was called," says Mr. Potter,
" to give chloroform to a lady for the extraction of ten teeth.
The first five were extracted without the slightest movement,
but as the operation proceeded, sensation returned, and I
was obliged to use considerable force to keep her in the
chair during the extraction of the last tooth. She came to
herself very shortly after, and was delighted to find she had
got over all her troubles without having felt it the least in
the world." f
5. We do not see the stars at noonday, yet they shine.
* Compare  an interesting personal example given by JOUFFHOY,
quoted in Sir W. HAMILTON'S Lectures, i. 331.
t Lancet, loth July 1858.
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